Memo 


To: 

Capt. Tom Wolfe 

From: 

F Shaw 

Date: 

Date | SL./ t /. 

Re: 

Subject 


I received complaints from other people concerning online posts. I was called around August 
30 th after my wife heard about people talking about an officer posting a "picture" on FaceBook 
which said “Fuck the Black Lives Matter Movement". 

She asked me if we had a policy about 'stuff' like that. I hadn’t seen the post so I had no idea 
what exactly it was and couldn't answer her. She said "go look" it's there for everyone to see. I 
checked the post. It was obviously inappropriate. I screenshot the picture but do not know 
where the original is. I screenshot and printed the attached two days ago. Right next to the 
photo is a picture of Chief Strachan. There was no secret hacking or backdoor computer use to 
get the picture, it is on FaceBook. 

i was asked why I didn’t turn it in back when it was first seen, i contemplated turning it in but felt 
that many other supervisors and officers are seeing this on FaceBook and I am done with being 
"that one” who seems to cause the controversy. 

I again got contacted about another post later dated on 9/30 which shows a picture stating 
“Here's to you and your bull shit movement" with a hand raising its middle finger towards Colin 
Kaepernick. Again I was asked if our department condoned these types of charged posts 
especially since the Chief of Police is seen in pictures alongside these comments, i left it at 
that, if other personnel aren’t willing to point out this then why should I be the one who is always 
being hung out on the limb. 

I again got asked about another post in March of 2017 about the department getting Narcan and 
how it seemed the post was negative towards using the spray to help overdose victims. 

I started thinking I should bring the items forward to the Chief. 

Sometime during the time period I was at work and received a phone call. I don’t remember 
who it was, I believe it was a Bremerton Officer, I was told 'Schaeffer is on the Kitsap Sun site 
belittling some girl, i went to the site and saw he was calling some other person posting and 
'ignorant' something or other.. 


I work as a Police Officer here on the streets. These comments and actions make my job 
harder and more dangerous. It is very easy for people to hide behind a made up name and 
start belittling and harassing someone. 

I sent her some of the publicly available photos to show her what kind of person she is dealing 
with. I did not erase any data from the photos. Whatever was on there was on there. I was 
hired over 20 years ago and the one thing I wrote in a memo to Captain Wolfe back then was 
one of my number one goals is to make sure people are treated fairly and not bullied. I am tired 
of seeing these comments and have no problem saying so. 

A short time later I was told there was a post on FaceBook about someone being called a rat. I 
logged in and saw the basic conversation being "we know who you are rat", 'just leave rat’ and 
cartoon of a dead rat with a knife in its back. 

I quit, if the general atmosphere is that saying this behavior is wrong and calling the person out 
gets you called a rat and then a picture of a dead rat, it is not worth putting my safety and 
security on the line for. 

I have talked openly about these posts in the past. I can't tell you exactly who I have told what 
to, I had no problem talking openly but after seeing those comments, I quit. 

I do know I have talked out loud about the "stupid posts on facebook” to Bogen, Berntsen, 
Vertefeuille, Stottlemeyer (the Kitsap Sun posting), Faidley (I think). I’m sure there are others, 
it was no big deal to talk about it therefore I did not really make any mental note who was 
around. 

Since then, someone has sent the Chief emails. I have no clue who it actually is, I do know it is 
not me. I have people I would easily suspect but as for true knowledge, I have none. I was told 
everyone thinks it is me. That is obvious, I see how I am being treated at times. Personally, I 
don't care, if people are going to act on a false rumor, so be it. 

During the time of these photos being posted on FaceBook, I know other members of the 
community and department have seen them. Anyone who has had access on FaceBook to see 
the stuff posted and commented on can copy and print it. 


Attached are the screenshots I have on hand. 
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Memorandum 



To: Officer Frank Shaw 

CC: Chief Steven Strachan 
From: Captain Tom Wolfe "'^S^ 
HR Manager Charlotte Nelson 
Date: 12/15/2017 
Re: Facebook Posts 


On November 2,2017, Charlotte Nelson and I met with you to discuss your concerns 
regarding Facebook posts made by your coworkers, On December 1,2017, you provided me with 
screen shots of some of the posts. Your concerns fell into two categories; (a) officers making posts 
that were controversial and inappropriate, and (b) an officer making a post that you considered a 
threat to your safety. 

The issue of controversial and inappropriate social media posts arose earlier in late October 
2017 based on information provided to a local reporter. On October 27,2017, Chief Strachan 
circulated an email to all officers cautioning them about social media posts of this sort, and how they 
can reflect poorly on the department and can cause us to be unfairly viewed as biased in our policing. 
The posts that you shared with us appear to be made prior to the Chiefs email. Absent additional 
information that the posts occurred after that date or were otherwise in violation of Policy 1060, we 
are assuming that our officers have gotten the message and this issue has been resolved. 

You also communicated that an officer threatened you by posting an image of a rat with a 
knife in it. You believe that Corporal Roessel was responsible for that post. I spoke with Corporal 
Roessel and he adamantly denied having anything to do with it. The material you provided us 
omitted the screen shot of the post or any documentation about it. If you remain concerned about 
this, we are willing to follow up on it, but we need to see the documentation that gives rise to your 
concern. If we do not receive it by 5:00 p.m. on December 29,2017, we will assume that you do not 
wish us to follow up, and we will consider the matter closed. 
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Memorandum 

To: Charlotte Nelson, HR ^ 

CC: Chief James Burchett 
From: Captain Tom Wolfe 
Date: 1/2/2018 

Re: Frank Shaw Complaint/Close out 


deceived 

_JAN 11 2018 

Human Resources 


The deadline for Frank Shaw of 12/29/2017 came and went and he brought no 
new information forward. I saw him several times and even spoke to him in line 
ups on other matters. 

Today I spoke to Corporal Schaefer to make him aware of the complaint and to 
close the loop on this issue. He shed some light on the incident. He told me 
that he has had not had activity on Facebook for over six months and it is 
because of Frank Shaw. 

He was aware of the incident and gave a different account of it that shed some 
light on it. In short, Schaefer commented on a Sun Article about a political 
issue dealing with the election. A female (or a person on face book with a 
female profile) then started going at him for his views and he called her an 
ignoramus. Suddenly this person is posting screen shots on the Sun web site 
from his private Facebook page that is only “friends” accessible. Jeffs wife and 
he decided it had to be someone in his friends list and suspected Frank Shaw. 
The wife posted “we know who you are” to this person to get them to stop. 
Schaefer even contacted the Sun and explained his suspicion of a person using 
a false profile and posting things that had nothing to do with the post and was 
an obvious attack on him. This person was even letting people know Schaefer 
was a police officer. The Sun took the whole thing down. I would suspect that 
when the newspaper sided with Schaefer on this that the other party was the 
one In the wrong, not Schaefer. 

From this new information it appears when Shaw told us he “anonymously” let 
Schafer know his posts were not ok, the female in this profile was probably 
Shaw and that would explain his vague responses. His reluctance to tell the 
truth of the matter and give details would make more sense to me if this were 
the case. We may never know. The stories match up to a point and when they 



January 10, 2018 


are overlapped the picture to me appears that Corporal Schafer had a strong 
political opinion that Officer Shaw disagreed with and instead of being 
transparent and having a conversation about their differences, choices were 
made that in hind-sight were poor choices in trying to resolve the issue. There 
is also a layer of jealousy over Schafer getting a promotion and Shaw not 
getting a promotion, this from Shaw making a point of saying that Schaefer had 
just made Corporal and was posting inappropriate things. Things Shaw, if he 
were the Chief, would have fired him for. (Shaw’s quote) 

In summary it looks like Officer Shaw was jealous of Schaefer, took offense to 
him being promoted and to his political views and things he was posting in a 
semi-private online setting. Shaw took matters into his own hands and it 
backfired on him. Schaefer then stopped using social media and relations are 
strained between Shaw and Schaefer. 

Schaefer knows not to retaliate or go after Shaw in anyway. Shaw knows not to 
“keep book” on peers and others but to bring forward issues as he is aware of 
them. 

Of note the anonymous complaints against people in the department have 
stopped since Frank Shaw was talked to about the issue by you and I. 
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Tom Wolfe 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Steven Strachan 

Friday, October 27, 2017 9:22 AM 
All Police Personnel 
Posts on Facebook 


The current environment in social media, fed by the national media, is to take bits of information, out of context, and to 
spin them for division and to create sensationalism and outrage, This is the context in which we are working right now. 

Last week I was asked by a local reporter about a complaint the paper had received regarding social media posts by two 
of our officers. I asked for more specifics and I received this response: 

"One employee posted a selfie on Facebook showing him wearing a shirt that said "dirka dirka dirka." This is apparently 
a reference from the South Park movie "Team America: World Police" poking fun at how people sound when they speak 
Arabic. Another employee posted a comment "aids aids aids..." which is apparently a reference to the same movie and 
a mocking of the play Rent" 

Someone who saw the posts alerted the media. 

I have several comments about the complaint and the issues it raises, The officers who posted the photo and comment, 
which are from mainstream media and movies, were acting on their own time in their capacity as private citizens. The 
comments were not posted in their positions as police officers or as representatives of the City. Lots of people enjoy' 
edgy humor, and they have a First Amendment right to express and share that humor in their private time. Even if it's 
taken out of context or misses the point, remember that some people will use these things as fodder for social media 
comments, it is not my job or my desire to direct what employees say to friends and family. For these reasons, I do not 
intend to take any further action on the posts. 

We pride ourselves on our good relationship with the community and the fair and equitable way we treat 
everyone. This is particularly true of the involved officers, who I know are professional and unbiased with whomever 
they are dealing with on the job. There is no anti-gay or anti-Muslim expression or sentiment in these posts. However, 

I want to caution you that expressions like this can have unintended consequences. For example, if either officer were 
accused of anti-Muslim or anti-gay bias in their treatment of a suspect or arrestee, posts like this could be inaccurately 
used in an attempt to show that the officer harbored unlawful animosity. As you know, police are under microscopic 
scrutiny today. Please be mindful of the fact that your off duty public conduct, which includes posting on social media 
sites that can be viewed by others, can come back in a negative way. 

Thanks for all you do! 


Steven D. Strachan, Chief of Police 
Bremerton Police Department 
1025 Burwell Street 
Bremerton, WA 98337 
Steven,Strachan@ci.bremerton.wa.us 

360-473-5224 
Fax: 360-473-5890 
Assistant: Barbara Forbes 
Barbara-Forbes@ci.bremerton.wa.us 
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Facebook Rat Posting and Comments 










I#0 Steven Michael Polonsky and 24 others 
j||j 3am ie Williams 3ensen 

So many people are just ignorant pieces of crap and need to be 
told to STFUi Thank you for doing It, I believe in all those 
Same things as you, but we disagree politically on many things, 
I'm good with that and 1 respect your right to do on your FB 
what you want* Not my business - and certainly not a crazy 
strangers, Sorry that happened to you. You keep being youi 
Love you man l 

V'este»<iay ->fr PH * Like - & 4 *■ Reply 

BP 3ohn B Freedom 1 love me some 3ensen's, 


Mandy Verraes 

You are a great person as well as a great officer, I have more 
respect for you then you know and I*m glad you are part of my 
life. And whoever does that crap to you Is not ok. If they're 
reading thls,,,karma Is a bitch and She has GPS* Keep that In 
mind when you do rotten shit to Someone, 

Yesterday bvS f ? PtA ‘ Edited • Like - A 1 - Reply 

III Erika BoS© Thanks bestle. X iove you. 


^Pf Mandy Verraes I love you tool God help the person Ulho did this to hlm..they do no. 

Will Sapp 

I have spent years "stalking you", I can't help It, just look at 
you. Are you Saying X should stop? H0i|#i|i0 

Yesterday At 7:15 PH - Like. ■ A- 3 • Reply 

m* 3ohn B Freedom It’s my rugged good looks Isn't It? 

jl |jj Erika Bose will, I told you I'd agree to visitation... we talked about this, 

Michael Young 

I am unfrlendlng you after I post th?s„,you Bastard, 

Vestev dr»y '?; 33 PH * Like * &■ 1 • Reply 

HH 3ohn B Freedom Is this because my mom wouldn’t let me go with you to Beastle B.« 
jj Michael Young why do you have to bring that up? She ruined my 13th birthday!! 

BP 3ohn B Freedom # 

|^g| 3onny Haywood 
Let me at em 0000 

Ye etc*-day At 7;;dg PM • Like. - .fe 2 • Reply 

Write 3- comment,,^ 








Psisilili 


Trlsta Ann 

Boy**** that feels So familiar i Some people, sadly**,, just SUCKi 

Yesterday at £;oo PM ♦ Like ■ S 2 « Reply 

HI Erika Rose ftfeht?/? 

||§1 TnSta Ann I'm so sorry that happened. People fee! they can say the most vile thl,„ 

Erika Bose 

X have a hard time believing that anyone would have sent her 
screenshots of his page, I personally think she Is lying and 
found Some loophole* But If Someone did send her these things, 
they need to ask themselves what their motive Is* X cannot 
come up with anything that would be acceptable, and therefore 
If that's what happened, Someone has some serious Issues* 
Seek help* You obviously don't know my husband and you should 
be ashamed* He Is the best man X've ever known, and has more 
Integrity than any 10 people put together* X'm So proud of him 
every day and stand by him* If It was someone we know, please 
leave us alone* 1 can't think of anyone who would stoop this 
low though, which Is why I think she Is lying* But It's a pretty 
yucky feeling to have to wonder*** 

Yesterday at 8;:io PM • Like * ik 5 • Reply 

H! 3ohn A Freedom 

1|P1 Handy Verraes I dare them to Show their face,, I can flip my bitch switch on In a,„ 


Dee Dobbins 



Write 3 comment*** 







mw 


Dee Dobbins 

SorryocoCouldn't help myself !!! 

Yesterday at 9*23 PM * Like * Reply 


ftossel Capio Klrkman 

Have you tried to look at her Facebook page and see if you have 
a mutual friend? 

Yesterday at 9:25 PM * Like * Reply 


1111 John ft Freedom Yeah, No mutual friends. 
§|j ftossel Capio Ktrkman That sucksi I'm sorry 

3ohn ft Freedom 

€)■€)«!? 

Yesterday at 9*25 PM * Like • Reply 


Sebastian Wflkey 
Got Your 6 


Dukearoo ft Murtca 





Write 3. comment t>o$ 







Got Your 6 


Like • fteply 


Dukearoo Pi Murlca 


Yesterday at 9; SB PH - Like * ** 1 * Reply 

Michelle G'mer 

What a serious c u next Tuesday blotch] Sorry this happened 
buddy, Some Snowflakes just have no clue and are So upset 
with heir lives they need to f#%* with other peeps. Got your 
six always brah] 

Yesterday at PM * Like • ■& 2 * Reply 

3aSon Landon 

Love ya brother] Stand proud. You are as good as they come. 
The shltbags will get theirs In due time. Karma Is a blatchi 

Yesterday at. I'-L39 PH ■ Like * 1 - Reply 

Erika Piose 
Dear ftat 


After some souls searching and Some deep Internet sleuthing 


Wrtte a comment,,. 
















Erika Rose 
Pear ftat 


After some souls searching and some deep internet sleuthing 
from Some very talented friends of mine, we know who you 
are* You need to do the right thing here and walk away, 
unfriend my husband and just leave him alone* He isn't going to 
unfriend you because we want you to know that we know you 
did it, and so you need to be able to read this* Do the right 
thing and we will leave it at that* X hope you make the right 
decision here* Say HI to Nicole for me, and tell her that she 
should check her security settings before she does anything 
like this in the future* 


Trista Ann 

That's fantastic, Erika! Makes me happy to know that your rat 
is Sunk! 

r f houv$ ago • Like. * *k 1 * P>eply 

Wan Degroat 

Does little sister need to step in?! Lol 




Like - fteply 


Wan Degroat 

3uSt remember that she and this “friend" are MISERABLE 
people* They NEED to feed off of drama* They want people to 
always see their point of view even when they are completely 
being an ass* There are the scum of the world* They get to the 
level of the scum you arrest* She is stalking* Arrest her ass 
and show her who is really the boss! 


b hOv< f ;V 


Edited 



3eff Boyd 

Well said, it seems Such people who have the right to say how 
they feel always have to go that extra mile without actually 
sitting in yours or our shoes* If she thinks we are So corrupt 
maybe she should be brave enough to come ride along on Some 
random shift So she can actually have a fact based opinion* 
'Nuff said* 


Like * ftepiy 







Should check her security settings before she does anything 
like this in the future, 

=? hours ago- * Like * i* 3 * P-.cpiy 

Trfsta Ann 

That’s fantastic, Erlkai Makes me happy to know that your rat 
is Sunk! 

Hoiji'i ?§i-; • Like ' 'M 1 * Reply 

Wan Degroat 

Does little sister need to step In?i Lol 

k- ko-v^'S- &go - Like - Reply 

Alan Degroat 

3ust remember that she and this "friend" are MISERABLE 
people. They NEED to feed off of drama. They want people to 
always see their point of view even when they are completely 
being an ass, There are the scum of the world. They get to the 
level of the scum you arrest. She Is stalking. Arrest her ass 
and show her who Is really the bossi 

L &$o • Edited * Like • Reply 

3eff Boyd 

Well said, It seems Such people who have the right to say how 
they feel always have to go that extra mile without actually 
sitting In yours or our shoes. If she thinks we are So corrupt 
maybe she should be brave enough to come ride along on Some 
random shift so she can actually have a fact based opinion, 
’Nuff said, 

b hrjurS stgtf? * Like. • Reply 

Arte Frohman 

These people that throw stones are the exact same ones who 
call when there Is a need. You keep being the honest, caring, 
and professional that I've always know you to be and let this 
POS have their own opinion, BTW that Is harassment and this 
should be dealt with from a legal aspect, 

7 ’ Like - Reply 

Arlc Frohman 
Stay Safe couslni 

7 minutes- ».ga * Like * Reply 


Write a comment,*. 






















pie who reacted 
















































